
Introductions and Conclusions (49)

The Introduction:  Effective opening paragraphs get the reader’s attention, provide necessary background information, and present the thesis.  Here are some suggestions for writing good introductions:

1. Use (and cite) a surprising statistic or fact.

2. Ask a thought-provoking question.

3. Use an interesting, related narrative.

4. Use (and cite) an appropriate quotation.

As a beginning writer, you may rely on the “three-part thesis,” but as you mature, avoid this pattern as too simplistic.  (“The causes of Y are A, B, and C” “Y is affected by several different factors.”) Check with your instructor about what kind of thesis he/she wants.

The Conclusion:  Effective closing paragraphs summarize the key points of the essay, reveal the implications of your discussion, or ask a rhetorical question that leaves the reader something to consider.  It should under no circumstances simply repeat the language of the thesis or the topic sentences, especially in a short essay.  This creates too much repetition.  In addition, avoid expressions like “In conclusion,” “In summary,” and “To conclude.”  If you’ve done your job and developed the essay fully, the reader senses a tempo and tone change in the conclusion paragraph and finds these markers too simplistic.

Introduction

As parents are faced with inadequate funding, growing violence, and ill-prepared staffing in their public school systems, more and more of them are turning to home schooling.  What was once a fringe movement has now become widely accepted, with many schools, churches, and universities offering cooperative programs to give parents greater access to materials and children greater interaction with each other.  With the right support and training, parents who choose to home school can feel confident that their children will be just as prepared as their public school counterparts.

Conclusion


Home schooling is certainly not for everyone, and opponents have reasonable concerns.  However, with the wealth of resources and cooperative programs available to home schoolers, parents can enjoy extended family time while providing their children with all the necessary tools for college and career success.  
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